It gives interesting first-hand pictures of events and 213
people, as seen by a sympathetic outsider. He realized
what clever negotiators the Bolshevists were, with a
vast amount of promises to offer, which they would keep
or not as they might find convenient. He noted the
many delays—six that were deliberately planned, he was
sure. Conferences were postponed. Once the Polish dele-
gation found no Soviet delegation to discuss terms with.
The Poles were sincere, the Eussians were using talk
of peace as a cloak to gain time.
Finally the long-talked of armistice terms were an-
nounced: the Polish army to be demobilized, save for
a bare fifty thousand men, and this within one month;
all arms to be given over to the Bolshevists, except what
the fifty thousand would need; all war industries to be
demobilized also. Extravagant and humiliating terms
that no people could consider. They shut the door on
negotiations and proved that Poland's safety could be
secured only by fighting. All their glib talk of peace
was a mask of delay while they advanced three hundred
kilometers. Once the Poles intercepted a radio message
from one Eussian commander to another:
"We have arranged not to inform the Poles of our armistice
terms before August fourth. You have therefore four ad-
ditional days to continue fighting."
The French and English Missions were amazed at
Warsaw's attitude. The enemy were at the very gates,
but there was little excitement in the city—no signs
of alarm and panic, the proportion of men to women on
the street about normal, no evidence that the manhood
of Poland had gone to fight. The large number of reli-
gious processions was the only unusual feature.
It was summer and the chief concern of the peasants
was to get the harvest in. The peasant premier left
the city at the end of July, during this great crisis, to
look after his land. One of the Englishmen compared it

